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time is clear, coherent, and a pleasure to read. Such a text has not yet
appeared in histology.
The first edition of Bailey's textbook appeared in 1904 and has been
revised assiduously since then. It is probably a mistake on the part of the
publishers to issue repeated revisions of their standard texts. The resultant
inertia in favor of retaining most of the illustrations and large segments of
the text, with as little change as possible throughout, restricts the editors or
authors to the form, if not the substance, of the previous editions, and the
complete rewriting which is often advisable must be abandoned in favor of
editing. Such a result is seen in this text, in which about half of the illustra-
tions are old charcoal drawings that contrast sharply with the fine modern
photographs and wash drawings alongside them. The few color plates are
almost all poorly reproduced as the different colors are usually not in
register. In some places the illustrations have not kept pace with the revi-
sions of the text. It is difficult to understand, for instance, what purpose is
served by the poorly reproduced color plate of Vierling's reconstruction of
the liver (Fig. 278) which is based upon an outmoded concept of hepatic
structure, or by Figures 402 and 403, which are not self-explanatory and
to which no reference is made in the text. Only three electron micrographs,
although of superb quality, have been included in this book, and little indi-
cation is given of the profound contribution which electron microscopy has
already made to the advance of morphological science. Generally, however,
the text has been revised to include the advances in microscopic analysis of
tissues, such as the structure of the liver and the neurohypophysis, and the
histochemistry of the intercellular ground substance. In some places, how-
ever, the text has been revised without bringing it up to date, as in the
discussion of the adeno-hypophysial control of lactation and in the discus-
sion of renal histo-physiology. Nevertheless, this book may be considered as
an adequate text for first-year medical and dental students, although one
should not be considered captious for remarking that a really first-class
presentation of this subject remains to be written.
SANFORD L. PALAY
BASIC PATHOLOGY AND MORBID HISTOLOGY. By D. B. Cater. Baltimore,
The Williams and Wilkins Co., 1953. 320 pp., 263 figures.
Conceived in the years of Dr. Cater's experience as demonstrator and
lecturer in pathology at Cambridge and as Head of the Surgical Unit,
Lester Chinese Hospital, Shanghai, and dedicated to the proposition that
"our minds can only understand new ideas in terms of what is already
clearly grasped," this book is an exceedingly welcome addition to that
limited group of pathology texts from which a student may profitably
choose. With a proper regard for the essential role of stimulating rhetoric
and an occasional dart of humor, and by addressing himself primarily to a
reader who would prefer an elucidation of fundamental principles to being
beleaguered by a horde of facts, the writer maintains traditional British
pride of authorship much as does Dr. William Boyd in his text on
pathology.
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This work is divided into three major sections. The first, entitled "The
Reaction of the Body to Infection," stresses the dynamic concept of the
host's reaction to an invasion of organisms as "a battle full of surprises:
both sides are able to alter tactics"; special chapters are devoted to syphilis,
tuberculosis, and typhoid fever. The second, "Diseases Due to Breakdown
of Physiological Mechanisms," is of great value for its unbiased view of
arteriosclerosis and a comprehensible discussion of the sequence of events
following various types of heart pathology, while the third, "Tumours,"
contains a particularly challenging chapter on the possible aetiology of
cancer as seen in the light of experimental carcinogenesis.
The avowed purpose of this book is to make pathology intelligible to the
aspiring student; its excellent camera lucida drawings contribute no small
part to this end. Dr. Cater attempts to present a work which will disperse
the all too prevalent impression that "pathology is a science of dead things
-a static subject; a science whose high altar is the marble slab of the post-
mortem room; a science whose high devotees haunt dusty museums, gazing
at bottled specimens." This reviewer would respectfully submit that the
author has admirably attained his goal.
J. c. c.
DISEASES OF THE RETINA. 2d Ed. By Herman Elwyn. New York, The
Blakiston Co., Inc., 1953. xiv + 713 pp. $12.00.
The second edition of Elwyn's excellent book, Diseases of the Retina,
follows in general the text of the first edition. The chapter on Diabetic
Changes in the Retina has been enlarged and several illustrations added.
Expansion of the chapter on Heredodegenerative Changes and that on The
Clinical Picture of Retinitis Pigmentosa gives more information on these
subjects.
A chapter on tuberculosis, covering allergy and immunity in general, has
been added. Two other new chapters have been introduced, that on Retro-
lental Fibroplasia and one on Sarcoidosis of the Retina. The new illustra-
tions on Disciform Degeneration of the Macula, Amaurotic Family Idiocy,
and Gyrate Atrophy of the Retina increase the value of the text.
A general lengthening of the bibliography brings the book up to date for
reference, and this fact, together with the improved text, makes this fascinat-
ing study of the innermost layer of the eye most valuable. "Elwyn" is a
book needed by every ophthalmologist.
EUGENE M. BLAKE
THE EFFECT OF ACTH AND CORTISONE UPON INFECTION AND RE-
SISTANCE. Gregory Shwartzman, Ed. New York Academy of Medicine,
Section on Microbiology, Symposium No. 6, March 27-28, 1952. New
York, Columbia University Press, 1953. v + 204 pp. $5.50.
This book is a collection of thirteen papers presented at a meeting of the
Section on Microbiology of the New York Academy of Medicine nearly two
years ago. Although most of the articles deal with particular phases of
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